
Summer 2021  
Online Classes & 
Free Events Catalog

Hello writers!
We’ve spent the first part of 2021 honing our craft 
and diving into the business of writing. We’ve 
launched WLT On the Writing Life, a free program 
featuring presentations related to taking care of 
our minds and bodies on this writerly journey. 
We’ve spent hours and hours talking to writers 
and industry professionals and connecting with 
members from around the world, and if you can 
believe it, the fun doesn’t stop here.  

We hope you’ll join us for one or more of the online 
classes and virtual events in our 2021 Summer 
schedule. We’re kicking off these hot summer 
months with four new online classes in June 
hosted by instructors you know and love and 
others that we can’t wait for you to meet. And then 
in July, when the heat is driving us inside, we’re 
hosting a month-long virtual Summer Writing 
Retreat. Three classes to choose from, four 
sessions, three hours each, one-on-one meetings 
with instructors, community... What more could 
you want out of your summer?

But that’s not all! We’ve also got free events lined 
up from June through August, from writing short 
fiction to sensitivity readers to writing unlikeable 
characters (that we love!), we’ve got you covered. 
There is truly something for everyone in this 
schedule and we can’t wait to spend these next 
few months with you.

All the best,

Sam Babiak
Program Director
sam@writersleague.org

writersleague.org


June Classes
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2 
“The Hybrid Essay:  
What It Is & How to Do It” 
with Jasminne Mendez
$49 for members, $109 for nonmembers
Using examples, discussions and writing 
prompts this class will introduce you to the 
basics of writing an essay that combines, 
blends and disrupts genres and forms. We 
will explore what a hybrid essay is and ways 
to weave in various genres and artistic forms 
to create one cohesive piece of writing.

SATURDAY, JUNE 5
“A Behind the Scenes Look  
at Novel Revision” 
with Simon Han
$49 for members, $109 for nonmembers
In this class, you’’ll take a closer look at 
novel revision, drawing from excerpts of 
Simon Han’s novel drafts and exchanges 
with his agent and editor. You’ll also get the 
chance to work on revision exercises and 
discuss tips and tricks that you can apply to 
your own novels.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12
“On Writing Grief” 
with Diane Zinna
$49 for members, $109 for nonmembers
Are you writing a novel that features a 
character encountering grief? Are you 
working on a memoir or personal essay 
about your own experience with loss? Come 
and explore different ways to write about 
grief that feel safe and creative. You’ll leave 
this class with new strategies for beginning 
your hard grief stories.

SATURDAY, JUNE 19
“Building Your Platform as a Writer” 
with KB
$49 for members, $109 for nonmembers
Whether you’re just getting started or you’ve 
got a book deal and are ready to take your 
work to the next level, building an author 
platform is a necessary tool in the business 
of publishing. Learn about what goes into 
creating a platform and what having a 
platform can do for you. KB will be covering 
everything from social media, to website 
copy and design, and more. 

https://writersleague.org/calendar/a-behind-the-scenes-look-at-novel-revision-with-simon-han/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/on-writing-grief-with-diane-zinna/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/the-hybrid-essay-what-it-is-how-to-do-it-with-jasminne-mendez/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/building-your-platform-as-a-writer-with-kb/


MONDAYS, JULY 5, 12, 19, 26
SUMMER WRITING RETREAT
“Writing to Discover:  
The Art of Memoir”
with Jessica Wilbanks

TUESDAYS, JULY 6, 13, 20, 27
SUMMER WRITING RETREAT 
“Exploration & Generation:  
Playing with Fiction  
Fundamentals” 
with Charlotte Gullick

WEDNESDAYS, JULY 7, 14, 21, 28
SUMMER WRITING RETREAT
“Layering: A Structured  
Approach to Revision”
with Chaitali Sen

July Classes
We’re excited to bring our community of 
writers together for a special event this 
July, the annual (virtual) WLT Summer 
Writing Retreat. 

Join us for a month of class sessions, writing 
time, meet-ups, special presentations, and 
our Student Reading Night. 

Registrants can choose from one of three 
classes — memoir, fiction, revision — and 
can opt to add a private consultation with 
the class instructor. 

https://writersleague.org/calendar/summer-writing-retreat-writing-to-discover-the-art-of-memoir-with-jessica-wilbanks/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/summer-writing-retreat-exploration-generation-playing-with-fiction-fundamentals-with-charlotte-gullick/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/summer-writing-retreat-layering-a-structured-approach-to-revision-with-chaitali-sen/


Free Events
July 

THURSDAY, JULY 1
WLT ON THE  

CRAFT OF WRITING
“ReWriting History”

SATURDAY, JULY 3
Write-In

TUESDAY, JULY 6
WLT BOOK CLUB:

The Atmospherians
by Alex McElroy

TUESDAY, JULY 13
Write-In

THURSDAY, JULY 15
JULY THIRD THURSDAY
“Writing Unlikeable 

Characters”

THURSDAY, JULY 22
WLT ON THE  
WRITING LIFE

“Writing Through 
Difficult Times” 

The WLT holds several free events every month of the year. Whether you’re joining us for a write-
in, a panel discussion, or for one of our series presentations, we hope you’ll find that our free 
programming leaves you feeling inspired, informed, and ready to return to the page. To attend 
these events, all you need to do is click on the title and RSVP. And if you can’t make the live 
event, most of our free events are recorded and uploaded to our Youtube channel. If you have 
any questions, please email WLT Program Director Sam Babiak at sam@writersleague.org.

June 
THURSDAY, JUNE 3

WLT ON THE 
CRAFT OF WRITING

“Writing Short Fiction”

SATURDAY, JUNE 5
Write-In

TUESDAY, JUNE 8
WLT BOOK CLUB:
Olympus, Texas
by Stacey Swann

TUESDAY, JUNE 15
Write-In

THURSDAY, JUNE 17
JUNE THIRD THURSDAY
“Writing About the Body” 

THURSDAY, JUNE 24
WLT OFF THE  
BEATEN CRAFT

“Not Just for Dancing: 
How to Use TikTok to 
Connect with Readers” 

August
THURSDAY, AUGUST 5

WLT ON THE  
CRAFT OF WRITING
“Writing the Novella”

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
Write-In

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10
WLT BOOK CLUB:
Revival Season
by Monica West

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17:
Write-In

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
AUGUST THIRD THURSDAY

“Writing YA Today” 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26
WLT OFF THE 
BEATEN CRAFT

“The Ins and Outs of 
Sensitivity Reading” 

https://writersleague.org/calendar/wlt-off-the-beaten-craft-sensitivity-readers/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/wlt-on-the-writing-life-writing-through-difficult-times-with-laekan-zea-kemp/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/wlt-off-the-beaten-craft-booktok-with-alexandria-juarez/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/august-third-thursday-writing-ya-today/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/july-third-thursday-writing-unlikable-characters/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/june-third-thursday-writing-about-the-body/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/2021-write-in-august-17/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/2021-write-in-july-13/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/2021-write-in-june-15/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/wlt-book-club-revival-season-by-monica-west/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/wlt-book-club-the-atmospherians-by-alex-mcelroy/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/wlt-book-club-olympus-texas-by-stacey-swann/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/2021-write-in-august-7/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/2021-write-in-july-3/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/2021-write-in-june-5/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/wlt-on-the-craft-of-writing-writing-the-novella/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/wlt-on-the-craft-of-writing-rewriting-history/
https://writersleague.org/calendar/wlt-on-the-craft-of-writing-writing-short-fiction/



