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What brings you joy?

Where are you in your journey?

Who is in your circle of influence?

How are you a visionary?



JOY

What excites me in life? In publishing?

When I’ve reached the pinnacle of my life,

what would I like to have accomplished?

What are my wildest publishing dreams?

What are my dream publications?

How will it feel to be published in these

publications AND what will being published

in these publications mean for your career?

When was the last time I was moved by a

book?

PROGRESS

What actions have I already taken to bring

myself closer to my goal?

What actions am I willing to take to bring

myself closer to my goal?

When was the last time I completed a writing

assignment or project?

When was the last time I read a journal or

magazine all the way through?

What project do I need to have finished in the

next two weeks?

What are some projects I started in the last

ten years but didn’t finish?

HOW  T O  G E T  AWA Y  W I T H  P U B L I S H I N G



CIRCLE OF INFLUENCE

Who are the people in the literary

community that I look up to? (For this

question, try to brainstorm those people

by their titles, i.e: Editors, Publishers,

Authors, Reviewers, Journalists…).

If I were to have my book sitting on a

shelf, who would I want to be on the shelf

with me?

Do I know the names of five emerging

writers in my genre? In other genres?

Do I know the names of ten mid-career

writers in my genre? In other genres?

How do I define emerging and mid-

career?

Do I know the names of twenty

established writers in my genre? In other

genres?

Do I know the names of five writers in my

genre from other countries? In other

genres?

VISIONARY 

Who are the people in the literary community

that I look up to? (For this question, try to

brainstorm those people by their titles, i.e:

Editors, Publishers, Authors, Reviewers,

Journalists…).

If I were to have my book sitting on a shelf,

who would I want to be on the shelf with me?

What publications do I enjoy that aren’t my

dream publications, but would still be great to

be published in? Why aren’t they dream

publications?

In twenty years, what do I want my life to look

like? My career?

PROGRESS CONT.

How have I contributed to the writing

community?

Do I know how to write a book proposal?

Do I know the names of five editors?

Do I know the names of twenty publishing

imprints?Do I know the names of fifteen

contests/awards/fellowships for emerging

writers in my genre?



VISIONARY CONT.

In ten years, where do I want to be living

and who will I be working with?

Realistically, how can I contribute to the

community?When can I start contributing

to the community?

In five years, how many

books/articles/poems/stories will I have

published?

In two years, which dream publication will

I have published in?

In one year, where do I want to have

published?In six months, where do I want

to have published?

Next month, how many

poems/essays/stories will I have drafts of?

THE BIG ONE

How do I

want to

make my

living?


