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Strengths:

There’s a great sense of vastness to the worldbuilding in this manuscript; the details are
clearly well thought through. The forbidden love story is engaging and draws the reader’s
interest right away. There’s a good sense of character description, and the duality of the

young woman of rank being an outlaw is an intriguing one.

Areas That Need Work:

e Hook - Instead of leading with exposition (backstory), dive headfirst into the scene.
One way to accomplish this would be by starting the book at “Embers from the night’s
blaze...” and building in the backstory from there. Doing so will hook the reader on a
visceral level by placing them in the action. Because YA as a genre is so character
driven, the main character needs to be identified within the first few lines to allow the
reader to attach meaning to all of the information about the setting, city and war and
begin to develop an understanding and investment in her immediately.

e Character Development
There’s too much physical description of [character name] before she is ever
introduced. The reader will wonder why there is so much detail and attention when
there is not yet a reason to identify her as an integral part of the story.

e Dialogue
There are some small issues with the dialogue format throughout the manuscript. Make
sure to start a new line each time a different person speaks within a conversation to
increase overall clarity for your readers.

o Conflict / Tension
The pacing on page 5 is too slow for such a dramatic scene, and the action gets lost in
the description of the two weapons. Amplify the tension by increasing the pacing and
notate the shift in battle tactics by touching base with the emotions of the characters as
it occurs.

e Point of View
The point of view is a bit shaky at times. Who is the narrator? Consider what this
narrator would know when building in details and exposition to the text.

e Overwriting / Purple Prose



There’s far too much backstory within the opening pages, especially regarding
[character name’s] parental history. Although this information is interesting and
necessary to the story line, it needs to be intertwined with action, setting and dialogue
to prevent the feeling of an “expositional dump.”

e Mechanics / Grammar
There are several instances of improper spacing of apostrophes throughout the
manuscript, especially with words ending in “S” being made possessive (there are
several instances on page 2: “shopkeepers’ and survivors’”’)

Additional Comments:

All of the components exist within this story for a successful YA novel: there’s
great worldbuilding, exposition, character description, dialogue etc. The
challenge now is to weave all of the components together into a cohesive
narrative, rather than having one paragraph of exposition, one for dialogue, one
for description, etc. Doing so will increase interest and engagement for readers,
and most effectively tell the exciting story you’ve created.



