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Strengths:

There is plenty to admire in this exciting entry, one that reminds this reader of an
episode of Game of Thrones in some ways! [Main character’s name] is an
interesting and compelling character. We empathize with him because we
understand he is under control of the king, and though he longs for escape, or a
different life, he is trapped by his status and natural, magical abilities. The writer
does a great job establishing tension between [Character] and [Character], and we
also empathize with their ‘friendship’ and the fact that [Character] has no ability
to help his friend. There is also some fine writing here, with the “wolf’s grin” and
the answer “like a raven taking flight.” The writer also generally does a good job
filling us in on the backstory of the situation (the queen, the plight of the
kingdom) and juxtaposing it with the current torture scene. We also enjoy the
fleeting image of the girl’s face that appears in [Character’s] mind at the end of
the piece, because it both adds another dimension to [Character’s] character, and
builds a sense of mystery and suspense—well-done! (Plus, love the invention of
the ‘drop of blood’ test; nice touch!)

Areas That Need Work:

e Character Development
I’d like to get more of a sense of who [main character] is, early on, and how he feels about
things. Is he chafing under the King’s control and ready to revolt? Is he resigned? Does he
feel badly for [other character] or not feel anything at all? Is he numb to the killing now?
We’re curious to get deeper inside of the head, heart and mind of this promising character!

e Setting
I didn’t get much of a sense of not only the area / room they are in, but also of the
surrounding world. The danger here is that we make this up in our mind, and it looks exactly
like every other sort of medieval battlefield (Game of Thrones came to mind instantly); so
what can you add to the physical world to set this apart?

e Hook
I’m not sure vomit and blood bring us in, and I think there is a better way to do so, since you
quickly establish a complex social order and a lot of betrayal. Why not start in a place that



provokes questions, and interest, and pushes the reader along? I’d recommend starting with
the moment between [main character] and [other character].

e Structure
The entire first scene goes on far, far too long. I’d wager that you could cut 2-3 pages of the
“torture” and the chapter would be tighter and allow for other ideas. With blood and gore, it
is generally less is more, and this guy is tortured for so long, we lose interest. Try starting at
a different point, or even making it into two scenes (but still I’d advise to make some cuts).
A shorter torture scene with less “blood” will leave the danger up the reader, and speed
things along. We want to get to more interesting things, such as [main character’s] feelings
of being divided and controlled, and his vision of the mysterious woman.

e Overwriting / Purple Prose
Some of the bloody imagery simply goes over the top, in usage of verbs and nouns and also
too much carnage—we grow numb to it, and this type of writing loses impact when we’re
hit over the head with it. Try to pare it down but maintain the suspense and conflict you
have so beautifully created! Example: “blue eyes which were shrouded, hidden by his hood.
Hatred, hot and boiling coiled in [character name’s] chest.”

Additional Comments:
The author is on their way to an exciting, suspenseful, dramatic
adventure—keep going with this one and good luck!



