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Strengths:  

This opening chapter displays a writer with a quirky writing style, a vivid sense of 

humor, and an admirable ability to convey nuance and detail. There were several “laugh 

out loud” moments, such as [Main character name’s] suitors fully understanding why 

she is single, or [Main character name’s] wry observation that it’s ironic that Stanley’s 

number is stored under “favorites.” The detailed descriptions were impressive, such as 

the “heavy cream paper of the kind rarely seen outside the wedding industry,” or the 

smoke that “hissed” between Nelda’s teeth. The writing style brought to mind A 

Confederacy of Dunces.  

  

Areas That Need Work: 

Dialogue: Dialogue wasn’t dominant, but when it occurred, there were significant 

problems. The dialogue sequence with the line “Both family unity and mourning will 

be impossible for the two of use to pull off” felt abrupt and unstructured. The dialogue 

didn’t include the traditional “he said, she said” demarcations, and there wasn’t any 

action between the dialogue. Later, when Stanley enters the room, the dialogue between 

Stanley and Nelda felt disembodied and decoupled from the narrative.  

Mechanics / Grammar: Throughout the synopsis and chapter, there were several typos and 

mechanical errors, including instances of pronoun confusion. The writer seems to have a 



relatively strong grasp of grammar, so some of these errors were likely caused by a lack of 

revision and attention to detail. For example: “I worried about maintaining my composure, 

but I decided I'm tired of all of the ones that are left anyway.” After reading this, it took me 

some time to deduce that “the ones that are left” probably refers to the grandmother’s book 

club friends. Another example of muddled meaning is this sentence: “Still in a panic, she 

felt the need to let him know about the letter before the visitation.” At this point, the reader 

doesn’t know who “him” is. One of the more noticeable typos was a misspelling of Virginia 

Woolf. These problems with sentence mechanics, grammar, and typos were unfortunate, 

because they pull the reader away from the interesting writing.  

Plot: Throughout these sample pages, it felt like the plot was rushed. The reader wasn’t 

given the chance to digest or understand one shocking plot point before another one was 

thrown in. The casual introduction of “that Monday afternoon in June following Hyacinth's 

death on Friday” seemed abrupt, and then, before the reader is told much about Hyacinth 

and her relationship to Nelda, we’re suddenly neck deep in the drama of the suicide note. 

Soon after the plot point of the note is introduced, the subsequent plot point of Detective 

Farley’s call becomes prominent. Amidst these dizzying series of events, the reader isn’t 

told enough back story. I would recommend slowing down these series of occurrences, and 

devoting some time to describing the back story and plot via Nelda’s inner thoughts. It also 

felt like Nelda’s nascent scheme about keeping the suicide note from her cousin was 

happening too quickly. All told, the story felt rushed, including the dialogue, the scenic 

descriptions, and the expositional inner thoughts.  

 

Additional Comments: The prose in this chapter was impressive! I felt like I was 

reading the words of a talented writer with a lot of potential. Given the sophistication of the 



prose, I was frustrated to see so many copyediting-level errors, and a plot that felt 

disorganized and rushed.  


