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Strengths: 

An interesting storyline in a highly original setting, this book begins with an 

engaging action sequence that serves to introduce a heady conflict between the main 

character and her husband. The sense of menace in the alleyway is well executed, the 

author's dramatic timing matching their feel for pace.    

 

Areas That Need Work: 

•​ Character development: Apart from the information in the synopsis, and the 

scatter of physical details in the first two paragraphs, the character of [main 

character’s name] is not developed in any way; we know almost nothing about her 

emotionally,  psychologically, or spiritually. As such, it's difficult to care about her, 

except in an abstract, read-it-on-the-news kind of way, when she has her 

miscarriage. We would car far more, if we knew her, if we had in mind her profile 

when the tragedy happened. We can say the same for the other characters—-apart 

for some cursory physical description, and some details imparted in the synopsis 

(which a reader cannot rely on), we have nothing to go on.   

 



 

•​ Structure: The story is quite riveting following the miscarriage and the next 

morning when [main character’s name] and her husband drive back to Ras Tanura 

through the dunes. But then the plot takes a decidedly summary tone, the last four 

paragraphs are really nothing more than reflection and navel-gazing that morphs 

into synopsis—this needs to be completely reviewed by the author, and perhaps 

deleted in favor of actual narrative.  

•​ Voice/Grammar: There are a number of spots where there is a kind of laziness to 

the writing that detracts from the overall brisk effect of the narrative. The turn of 

phrase more ups and downs than a rollercoaster ride should be done away with in 

favor of something without the musk of cliché. Correct yearlong, blindsided, and 

staggered. The term dhow has a long history as an Anglicized word and need not 

be italicized in-text. Numerous misuses of semicolons. 

•​ Setting: Though the pursuit through the alleyway is quite harrowing, there are 

details that don't sit quite right with this reader, mostly having to do with the 

spray-bottles of acid. First of all, what kind of spray bottle? In other words, does 

the bottle release the liquid in an actual mist, or a long stream, like wasp killer, so 

that it has accuracy at a distance? This is important. And if [main character’s 

name] is lying on the ground, hurt, and four young men, each with a bottle of acid, 

decides to spray her, I simply cannot imagine she would be any match for them, no 

matter how many rocks she throws. Furthermore, if she reached down to touch her 

initial wound, probably with her dominant hand, the acid would have burned that 

hand, too, making it highly difficult to pick up and throw rocks later. At any rate, a 

spray-bottle of acid is an absolutely formidable weapon, four of them positively 

indefensible. I think the scene might need some rewriting so that there is some 

outside intervention sooner.   

 



 

 

Additional Comments: 

A superb conflict set in a wonderfully original setting. This reader hopes to see 

this manuscript completed and in print one day!  

 


